
BRIEF ICF CORE SET for VERTIGO 

N = 29 categories 

 

BODY FUNCTIONS (N=9) 
= physiological functions of body systems (including psychological functions) 

b152 Emotional functions 

 

Specific mental functions related to the feeling and affective components of the processes of the mind. 
Inclusions: functions of appropriateness of emotion, regulation and range of emotion; affect; sadness, happiness, love, 
fear, anger, hate, tension, anxiety, joy, sorrow; lability of emotion; flattening of affect 
Exclusions: temperament and personality functions (b126); energy and drive functions (b130)  

b156 Perceptual functions 

 

Specific mental functions of recognizing and interpreting sensory stimuli. 
Inclusions: functions of auditory, visual, olfactory, gustatory, tactile and visuospatial perception, such as hallucination or 
illusion  
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); orientation functions (b114); attention functions (b140); memory functions 
(b144); mental functions of language (b167); seeing and related functions (b210-b229); hearing and vestibular functions 
(b230-b249); additional sensory functions (b250-b279) 

b210 Seeing functions 

 

Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of light and sensing the form, size, shape and colour of the 
visual stimuli.  
Inclusions: visual acuity functions; visual field functions; quality of vision; functions of sensing light and colour, visual 
acuity of distant and near vision, monocular and binocular vision; visual picture quality; impairments such as myopia, 
hypermetropia, astigmatism, hemianopia, colour-blindness, tunnel vision, central and peripheral scotoma, diplopia, night 
blindness and impaired adaptability to light  
Exclusion: perceptual functions (b156) 

b215 Functions of structures adjoining the eye 

 

Functions of structures in and around the eye that facilitate seeing functions.  
Inclusions: functions of internal muscles of the eye, eyelid, external muscles of the eye, including voluntary and tracking 
movements and fixation of the eye, lachrymal glands, accommodation, pupillary reflex; impairments such as in 
nystagmus, xerophthalmia and ptosis  
Exclusions: seeing functions (b210); Chapter 7 Neuromusculoskeletal and Movement-related Functions 

b230 Hearing functions 

 

Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of sounds and discriminating the location, pitch, loudness 
and quality of sounds. 
Inclusions: functions of hearing, auditory discrimination, localization of sound source, lateralization of sound, speech 
discrimination; impairments such as deafness, hearing impairment and hearing loss 
Exclusions: perceptual functions (b156) and mental functions of language (b167) 

b235 Vestibular functions 

 
Sensory functions of the inner ear related to position, balance and movement.  
Inclusions: functions of position and positional sense; functions of balance of the body and movement  
Exclusion: sensations associated with hearing and vestibular functions (b240) 

b240 Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular functions 

 
Sensations of dizziness, falling, tinnitus and vertigo.  
Inclusions: sensations of ringing in ears, irritation in ear, aural pressure, nausea associated with dizziness or vertigo 
Exclusions: vestibular functions (b235); sensation of pain (b280) 

b260 Proprioceptive function 

 
Sensory functions of sensing the relative position of body parts.  
Inclusions: functions of statesthesia and kinaesthesia  
Exclusions: vestibular functions (b235); sensations related to muscles and movement functions (b780) 

b770 Gait pattern functions 

 

Functions of movement patterns associated with walking, running or other whole body movements.  
Inclusions: walking patterns and running patterns; impairments such as spastic gait, hemiplegic gait, paraplegic gait, 
asymmetric gait, limping and stiff gait pattern  
Exclusions: muscle power functions (b730); muscle tone functions (b735); control of voluntary movement functions 
(b760); involuntary movement functions (b765) 

 

BODY STRUCTURES (N=4) 
= anatomical parts of the body such as organs, limbs and their components 

s110 Structure of brain 

s120 Spinal cord and related structures 

s260 Structure of inner ear 

S410 Structure of cardiovascular system 

 

 



ACTIVITIES AND PARTICIPATION (N=10) 
= execution of a task or action by an individual and  involvement in a life situation 

d230 Carrying out daily routine 

 

Carrying out simple or complex and coordinated actions in order to plan, manage and complete the 
requirements of day-to-day procedures or duties, such as budgeting time and making plans for separate 
activities throughout the day.  
Inclusions: managing and completing the daily routine; managing one's own activity level Exclusion: undertaking 
multiple tasks (d220) 

d410 Changing basic body position 

 

Getting into and out of a body position and moving from one location to another, such as getting up out of a 
chair to lie down on a bed, and getting into and out of positions of kneeling or squatting.  
Inclusion: changing body position from lying down, from squatting or kneeling, from sitting or standing, bending and 
shifting the body's centre of gravity  
Exclusion: transferring oneself (d420) 

d415 Maintaining a body position 

 
Staying in the same body position as required, such as remaining seated or remaining standing for work or 
school.  
Inclusions: maintaining a lying, squatting, kneeling, sitting and standing position 

d450 Walking 

 

Moving along a surface on foot, step by step, so that one foot is always on the ground, such as when strolling, 
sauntering, walking forwards, backwards, or sideways.  
Inclusions: walking short or long distances; walking on different surfaces; walking around obstacles  
Exclusions: transferring oneself (d420); moving around (d455) 

d455 Moving around    

 

Moving the whole body from one place to another by means other than walking, such as climbing over a rock 
or running down a street, skipping, scampering, jumping, somersaulting or running around obstacles.  
Inclusions: crawling, climbing, running, jogging, jumping, and swimming  
Exclusions: transferring oneself (d420); walking (d450) 

d460 Moving around in different locations 

 

Walking and moving around in various places and situations, such as walking between rooms in a house, 
within a building, or down the street of a town.  
Inclusions: moving around within the home, crawling or climbing within the home; walking or moving within buildings 
other than the home, and outside the home and other buildings 

d469 Walking and moving, other specified and unspecified 

 No detailed description 

d475 Driving 

 

Being in control of and moving a vehicle or the animal that draws it, travelling under one's own direction or 
having at one's disposal any form of transportation, such as a car, bicycle, boat or animal-powered vehicle.  
Inclusions: driving human-powered transportation, motorized vehicles, animal-powered vehicles  
Exclusions: moving around using equipment (d465); using transportation (d470) 

d640 Doing housework 

 

Managing a household by cleaning the house, washing clothes, using household appliances, storing food and 
disposing of garbage, such as by sweeping, mopping, washing counters, walls and other surfaces; collecting 
and disposing of household garbage; tidying rooms, closets and drawers; collecting, washing, drying, folding 
and ironing clothes; cleaning footwear; using brooms, brushes and vacuum cleaners; using washing 
machines, driers and irons.  
Inclusions: washing and drying clothes and garments; cleaning cooking area and utensils; cleaning living area; using 
household appliances, storing daily necessities and disposing of garbage  
Exclusions: acquiring a place to live (d610); acquisition of goods and services (d620); preparing meals (d630); caring for 
household objects (d650); caring for others (d660) 

d840-
d859 

Work and employment 

 

  



 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS (N=6) 
= make up the physical, social and attitudinal environment in which people live and conduct their lives 

e110 Products or substances for personal consumption 

 
Any natural or human-made object or substance gathered, processed or manufactured for ingestion. 
Inclusions: food and drugs 

e120 Products and technology for personal indoor and outdoor mobility and transportation  

 
Equipment, products and technologies used by people in activities of moving inside and outside buildings, 
including those adapted or specially designed, located in, on or near the person using them.  
Inclusions: general and assistive products and technology for personal indoor and outdoor mobility and transportation 

e240 Light 

 
Electromagnetic radiation by which things are made visible by either sunlight or artificial lighting (e.g. candles, oil 
or paraffin lamps, fires and electricity), and which may provide useful or distracting information about the world.  
Inclusions: light intensity; light quality; colour contrasts 

e310 Immediate family 

 
Individuals related by birth, marriage or other relationship recognized by the culture as immediate family, such as 
spouses, partners, parents, siblings, children, foster parents, adoptive parents and grandparents.  
Exclusions: extended family (e315); personal care providers and personal assistants (e340) 

e355 Health professionals 

 
All service providers working within the context of the health system, such as doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists, speech therapists, audiologists, orthotist-prosthetists, medical social workers.  
Exclusion: other professionals (e360) 

e580 Health services, systems and policies 

 
Services, systems and policies for preventing and treating health problems, providing medical rehabilitation and 
promoting a healthy lifestyle.  
Exclusion: general social support services, systems and policies (e575) 

 

 


